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Mission Statement
The mission of the Boy Scouts of
America is to prepare young people
to make ethical choices over their
lifetime by instilling in them the
values of the Scout Oath and Law.
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Double H High Adventure Base

Attention experienced backpackers: if you're looking for a new high ad-
venture experience in backpacking, this might be just for you. Philmont
Scout Ranch has announced week-long backpacking treks designed for
crews in top physical condition for strenuous backing adventures, at the
Double H Ranch. Detalils:

The Double H Ranch is located between Datil and MagdelenaN. M., 2
hours south of Albuquerque, off US Hwy 60.

The season will run from June 21st through Aug.2nd
Seven day 50-60 Mile trek, utilizing Leave-No-Trace principles

Over 100,000 acres of rugged terrain to explore
Vist the National Radio Astronomy Observatory, known as VLA (Very
LargeArray)

Observe elk, mule deer, bear and other wildlife
Participate in exciting backcountry programs. black powder, astronomy,
challenge events, geo-caching, more

Learn about the Native-American culture found in thearea
Projects to assist the Rocky Mt. Elk Foundation in fulfillment of their
conservation plan

Troops, Varsity Teams, or Venturing Crews (coed with coed |eadership)
may undertake the treks, and reservations are made on afirst come, first-
served basis, by written gpplication only (no phone or e-mail reserva
tions). Crews will participate in a pristine wilderness environment at €-
evations over 7,000 feet on their seven-day trek.

For further information or to obtain an application, contact Rob Elliott,
high adventure chairman at 349-0150.
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Council Calendar

1 Ful Staff Mesting
2 Advancement Committee
Commissioners Cabinet
8  Digtrict Operations Seminar
14  MIC Planning Committee
15 Fed Staff Medting
Executive Committee Meeting
16  Membership Committee
17  Finance Committee
19 Februay Signds Articles Due
22  Northwoods Staff Interviews
24/31 Office Closed Christmas

Keep it Safe

The Guide to Safe Scouting is the unit leader’s guide
for current policies and procedures for Safe Activities.
Itisagreat resourcethat every leader should useand be
familiar with.

In October we had aninjury at aPack which could have
been prevented. The generd guiddinesfor BSA Safety
are found on page 27 titled: “The Sweet 16 of BSA
Notethe very first statement isthat good judgement and
common sense are applicableto al activities. The sec-
tion continues with 16 points, which are each elabo-
rated.

1. Qudified Supervison

2. Physical Fitness

3. Buddy System

4. SafeAreaor Course

5. Equipment Selection and Maintenance

6. Persona Safety Equipment

7. Safety Proceduresand Policies

8. kill Levd Limits

9. Westher Check

10. Planning

11. Communications
12. Permitsand Notices
13. First-Aid Resources
14. Applicable Laws
15. CPR Resource

16. Discipline

HELP WANTED

The Chief  Okemos Website Committee is currently
seeking volunteer assistance to help upgrade and
maintain certain aress of our website. We are |ook-
ing for anyone, young or old, who would like to
share some of ther time and talent. This would be
an excdlent opportunity to get practical experience
for someone going in to this type of carreer field.
The Council would be glad to be a reference for
employment opportunties. Please contact John
Hogg, Assstant Scout Executive, johogg@bsamail.org
if you would like to help.

Religious Award

Level: 1 God and Me GRADES 1-2-3;
AGES 6-8

Matthew Segerlind University Baptist
Unit 224 4608 S. Hagadorn Rd
Christopher Smith East Lansing, Ml

Courage, Strength,
Fraternity, Character

hese are some of the key things that Scouting

can giveaboy. Scouting isagamewith a pur

pose. Scoutmasters train boys to be leaders
and then let them do their jobs. In troops and patrols
Scoutslearn to work together and that “ shared |eader-
ship” sometimes means supporting others when they
may be able to perform a skill better than you.

Responsibility, Courage, and Character are encour-
aged in Scouting and Scouts exhibit thiswhen they do
the right thing even when no oneislooking. The ad-
vancement program and activities help Scouts progress
and givesthem confidence. Theseattributeshelpthem
asthey move on to become successful citizens.
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Assistant Scout Executive’ s Minute
By
John S. Hogg
(This takes about a minute or so to read)

“ The Best Present you can give your Child thisHoliday Seasonis...”

It will be two years this month, but a day does not go by that | don’t think about. It was December 10, 2001 at
around 7:20 AM. | wason the home computer. My 17 year-old son gave acheerful good-bye ashe walked out the
door to driveto school. Fifteen minuteslater he was dead. Killed instantly when acar struck him as he crossed the
road to check on another driver who was involved in aminor accident with his car.

Life has no guarantees. He was a high school senior, honor roll student, Eagle Scout, President of his Venture
Crew, Order of Arrow member, top student in his aviation technology course at the Gerald R. Ford Airport,
popular student, and had many friends. Gone in a heartbeat, eleven days before his 18" birthday.

Aswe prepared for the funeral we got pictures out to display at the funeral home. We had hundreds of pictures
when hewas a Cub Scout receiving all his badges of ranks, arrow points, pinewood derbies, bowling with his den,
field trips to a construction site to earn his engineering pin. We had hundreds of pictures as a Scout backpacking,
camping, whitewater rafting, National Jamboree, rock and ice climbing, summer camp. You name it we did it
together. Heisgone. But nothing can take the fun memories of al the timeswe spent together because of Scouting.

Thistime of year parentswill be buying their children al types of presentsfor the holidays. The best present you
can give your child now and throughout the year is your time. Even when you think you are too tired, too busy at
work, or too busy with your own recreation. Take the time. There is not a greater way in the world to spend time
with your child than in Scouting. Take the time, bring your camera, and spend every opportunity you can with
your child. This New Y ear make aresolution to spend time with your children. You'll never regret it. Thereisno
guarantee, if you put if off until tomorrow. Above all else, don't forget to give them a hug everyday before they
leave the house.

Eagle Scout Living Memorials 2004 Boy Scout
Aviation Badge

The National Eagle Scout Scholarship Endowment ac-
ceptstax-deductible contributionsin memory of deceased _ _ _
Eagle Scouts or in tribute to Eagle Scout achievers. K alamazoo Air Zoo is hosting a Boy Scout

Aviation Badge day on March 13, 2004 from
Contributions may be sent to NESA, Director, S220, 9:30 to 4:00. Registration is required. The
Boy Soouts of America, 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, feetoattendis$7.00if registered by 1-31-04 or $10.00
P.O. Box 152079, Irving, TX 75015-2079. Pleasemark  If registered 2-1-04 through 2-28-03. All Scouts must
the envelope “Persona and Confidential,” make the bring the Boy Scout Aviation Merit Badge book.

check payableto NESA, and mark the check “InMemory ~ Contact Kalamazoo Air Zoo & 269-382-6555for more
of (name of person)” or “in tribute to (name of per- information. Their addressis3101 East Milham Road,

son)”. Kaamazoo, MI 49002.
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Explorer Poststo Renew
Charters

ow isthetimefor Explorer poststo begin the

charter renewal process. Recently, at an Ad

visors meeting, the re-charter schedule was
provided. Please contact Nichole to schedule your
charter renewal meeting.

New Membership

Please get al new members registered as soon as pos-
sible. New memberswho are not registered but actively
participating in Post activities are doing so without the
protection of liability and accident insurance. Please
send in theregigtrations as new membersjoin your Post.
If you have any questions about the registration process
or fees associated with membership please contact
Nicholeat 321-7278 ext. 105 or nwaters@bsamail .org.

Friends of Scouting

Reminder: Asyour Post Family or Awards Night nears,
please remember to contact meto do aFriends of Scout-
ing Presentation. Friendsof Scouting isour annua fund-
raising campaign and is crucid to maintain quality ser-
vices for dl involved. To schedule, contact Nichole.
Thank you in advance for participating.

Handy with a Needle &
Thread?

The Scout Shop is often asked to recommend someone
willing to sew on badges, make ahem, or do dterations.
If you or someone you know would like to help, please
cal or send a note to: Marjorie Findlay, Scout Shop,
Chief Okemos Council, 4000 W. Michigan Ave,, Lan-
sng, MI 48917 or cal #321-9400 x112. We will gladly
pass on the information.

Exploring/Learning for Life

NicholeWaters, Exploring Executive

Summer 2004
Exploring Confer ences

A number of Exploring events are scheduled for sum-
mer 2004. Hereisthe rundown:

Nationa Law Enforcement Conferencewill be held July
19-24 a the Georgia I nstitute of Technology in Atlanta,
GA. Theconferenceisopen to Law Enforcement posts.
For dl the details and forms go to www.learning-for-

life.org.

Explorer base Camp, July 24- Aug. 1 at AirVenture at
Whitman Regiona Airport, Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Look
for a2004 fact sheet www.learning-for-life.org

Exploring Ski Weekend
Jan. 23-25, 2004

December 19, 2003 deposits due! Deposits are due at
the Council Service Center on Dec. 19, 2003 to reserve
your space in the annual ski weekend. All forms and
information can be found on the web-site at
www.chiefokemosbsa.org. Remember that all partici-
pants must be at least 14 years old and a registered
member of the Boy Scoutsof America. If you haveany
questions, please contact Nichole at 321-7278 ext. 105
or nwaters@bsamail.org. Seeyou there.

Exploring Recognition Dinner

ethisdate! February 12, 2004 isreserved for
Shve I Annud Exploring Recognition Dinner at

oliday Inn South. Explorer of the Year, Advi-
sor of the Year, Explorer Post of the Year are just a
sample of thetypes of awardsthat will be given. Nomi-
nation packets are now available at the service center
and at www.chiefokemoshbsa.org. Nominationsare due
by January 15, 2004. Thisevent is open to al and will
be anight to remember. Comejoin in the celebration.

Exploring Continued on page5.....
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M Order of the Arrow

Gabe-shi-win-gi-ji-kens #374
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L odge Calendar

Dec. 7 — Lodge Executive Committee — Council Service
Center — 2:00

Jan. 2-4 — OA Winter Extravaganza

Jan. 4 — Lodge Executive Committee — Council Service
Center — 2:00

Jan. 15 — First NOAC Payment is due - $100

Feb. 1 — Lodge Executive Committee — Council Service
Center — 2:00

Feb. 7 — Section C-2B Council of Chiefs meeting at
Camp Rotary

Feb. 28 — OA Winter Banquet (Second NOAC Payment
isDue - $100)

Charter Renewal

As we get closer to the end of this year, the Lodge
is preparing the Lodge charter renewd and the an-
nua report to the Council. Our records indicate
that many lodge members have not paid their dues
for the year 2003. The cost for duesis $8.00. Now
is the perfect time to pay your 2003 and 2004 dues
to remain active in our Lodge.

LodgeKey —3
Lodge Chief-David Graff 655-5140

Lodge Lay Adviser-Rick Todd 543-3301
Lodge Staff Adviser-Jason Kerschke 321-7278 ext. 106

Unit Elections

Unit Electionsfor the year 2003 are dmost here. Now
isthetimefor your unit to signto have an dection. Unit
Election request forms can be picked-up at the Scout
office. Remember thelL odgeasksfor six weeksad-
vance notice so that they can plan accordingly. If
you have question please cdl a member of the Lodge
Key-3.

NOAC 2004

e will soon begin planning for the 2004
WNOAC (National Order of Arrow) at lowa

State University in Ames, lowa. Since the
cost of the event is approximately $350 our Lodge hasa
payment planto assist you. Thefirst payment isdueon
January 15, 2004. The dates are July 31 — August 5,
2004. This Conference attracts over 7,000 participants
every two yearsand isan event you won'’t want to miss!
We hopeto have alarge contingent so that we can have
fun and to prepare for the 2006 Conference which will
be a Michigan State University!

..... Exploring Continued from pg. 4

Tour Permits& Youth Protection Training

A tour permit is required anytime your Post takes atrip outside of the Council boundaries. A loca tour permit is
required for trips less than 500 miles, any trip more than 500 miles requires a National Tour Permit. Both types
of tour permits can be found on our web-site at www.chiefokemoshsa.org.

For tour permits to be approved, leaders must be trained in Y outh Protection. 'Y outh Protection Training can be
done on-line a www.chiefokemoshbsa.org. Follow the prompts and compl ete the downloads and form at the end of
thetraining. Shortly after you will recelve an email —thisis your “trained” card. Please provide a copy of this
card when submitting your tour permits. If you have any questions, please contact Nichole.
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District Calendar

Dec. 4 — District Commissioner’s Meeting —Great Lakes
Christian College Cafeteria-6:00

Dec. 4 — District Committee Meeting — Great Lakes
Christian College Cafeteria-7:00

Dec. 11— District Roundtable — Lawrence Ave. United
Methodist Church —Charlotte-7:00

Dec. 15 — RECHARTERS DUE

Jan. 8 — Council-Wide Roundtable & Camping Kick-off

Jan. 11 — District Operations

Jan. 16-18 — Mawanjidiwin winter Camporee — Camp
Kiwanis

Jan. 17 — Mawanjidiwin Webelos Winter Event — Camp
Kiwanis

Feb. 5 — District Commissioner’s Meeting —Great Lakes
Christian College Cafeteria-6:00

Feb. 5 — District Committee Meeting — Great Lakes
Christian College Cafeteria-7:00

Feb. 12— District Roundtable — Lawrence Ave. United
Methodist Church —Charlotte-7:00

HON

Have you scheduled your unit's Friends of Scouting
presentation for 2004? Please plan to have a presen-
tation in January, February, or March of next year.
This fundraisng campaign helps to provide and main-
tain a good scouting program in your community.
Together we can all contribute toward reaching our
financia goas quickly and then move on to bigger
and better things as a Didtrict. Contact Jason at 321-
7278 ext.106 to schedule your presentation today.

District Committee
District Chair- Vacant
District Commissioner-Bill Hull 627-2439
Vice Chair of Program - Chuck Rabey 543-3295
District Executive-Jason K er schke 321-7278 ext. 106
Activities Chair - Tom Baker 663-4315
Member ship Chair - Vacant
Finance Chair-Vacant
Training Chair-Kurt Johnson 541-1124
Advancement Chair-Jim Welling 543-6031
Outdoor & Camp Promo Chair Joe Wright 647-7123

Boy Scout Roundtable Commissioner-Tom Watson 543-2995

Cub Scout Roundtable Commissioner -Car olyn Newcomb
647-2323

Popcorn Chair-Bernadine Henley 694-5275

Great Stories

ttention all units! Do you have a
A great story to tell about your pack or
troop and its members? If so we want
to know about it so that we can include them
right here in Signas each month. Please fed
free to submit articles and pictures highlighting
what your unit is doing. We ask that articles
are not more than a few paragraphs in length
and that with pictures, you clearly identify the
people and include a brief description of what
Is happening. Please note that dl articles are
due by the 20" of each month and will gppear in
the next available month's issue. (For Example;
Oct. 20" submissions will appear in December
Signals)

Rechartering

Rechartering time is dmost over. Now is the time to finish the paperwork and turn in your completed
charter for another year of scouting. At this month’s roundtable we will be able to assst you with any
guestions regarding the paperwork to ReCharter.  For more information or if you have question please
cal Bill Hull at 627-2439 or Jason Kerschke at 3217278 ext. 106.
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DISTRICT CALENDAR

12/04 District Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. at Memorial Building,
Dewitt

12/11 District Roundtable

7:00 p.m. at Memorial Building,
Dewitt

SAY HELLO TO PACK 517!

Thanksto the efforts of parents Andrae Kova and Heidi
Stall, we have anew Cub Scout Pack in Migisins com-
prised of Catholic Home School Families. Andrae and
Heidi will serve as Den Leaders for acombined Bear/
Wolf Den. Andrae's husband Jason will serve as
Cubmaster and Heidi’ s husband Matthew will serve as
Chartered Organization Representative/Committee
Chair. Pack Committee members James Despelder and
Leo Laporteround out theteam. Pleasetake every op-
portunity to welcome these new Scouts and |eaders to
the digtrict and to the Chief Okemos Council.

DISTRICT AWARDS

ease be reminded that nominations for the

igrict Award of Merit, Scouting Family of

the Year, Boy Scouter of the Year, and Cub
Scouter of the Year are due by December 31. If
you wish to have your Pack or Troop considered
for the “Best Program of the Year,” you must sub-
mit your program information by the end of De-
cember as well. Nomination forms are available
from your Cubmaster/Scoutmaster, on the Council
website, and at the Council Service Center (hall-
way outside Scout Shop). The Awards Committee
will meet in January and the district’s Volunteer
Recognition Dinner will be held the evening of
March 11, 2004. If you missed last year's event
for whatever reason, you missed a great opportu-
nity to witness volunteers and units being recog-
nized for their outstanding contributions to Scout-

ing.

Migisins District

DISTRICT COMMITTEE

District Chairperson  Jim Gunther 224-6137

District Activities Nancy Roney  669-6191

District Advancement  Jim Winslow  647-6134

District Camping Dave Mongson 374-6599
Steve Bassette 224-7939

District Finance Vacant

District Membership ~ Vacant

District Training Larry Proctor 224-8422

District Commissioner Jeff Carter 484-8725

District Executive Don Walker 321-9400,

ext. 107

DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS

| would liketo persondly thank each and every one of
our leaders, parentsand Scoutswho hel ped make 2003
another successful year for the Migisinsdistrict. For
the third year in arow, our digtrict led the Council in
terms of percentage of “Friends of Scouting” goal
achieved. For thefirgt timein my tenure, severa Packs
madethe effort to recruit new Tiger Cubsin the spring,
providing these new Scouts an opportunity to attend
Cub Scout summer camp programs. Thanks to the
efforts of volunteers Linda Lupu and Terri Perry, at-
tendance at the district’'s Cub Scout Day Camp in-
creased from 70 in 2002 to 140 in 2003! Our “Fdl
Roundup” so far hasresulted in the recruitment of 317
new Cub Scouts, just dightly behind the 329 recruited
last year. Thefall popcorn sdeis off to agood start,
withal but avery few Packs participating. Onceagain
thisyear, asignificant number of our unit leadershave
completed the “New Essentials’ and “Position Spe-
cific’ training sessions. As | close out my 35 year
career in youth services (I will be retiring in April) |
will look back with pleasure on the years that | was
fortunate enough to work with volunteers such asyou.

Don Walker, D.E.
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DECEMBER
4 Commissioner Staff, 6:00 p.m., Foster Building,
Lansing

District Committee Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Foster
Building, Lansing

11 Charter Turn-in night at Roundtable

11 Cub Scout & Boy Scout Leader’s Roundtable,

Chippewa Middle School, Okemos

19 February Signals articles due

22 Camp Staff Interviews

24-26  Service Center closed for Christmas

JANUARY

1 New Year's Day - Council Service Center and
Scout Shop are closed

2 Commissioner Staff, 6:00 p.m., Foster Building,
Lansing

District Committee Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Foster
Building, Lansing

4 $800 Popcorn Party

8 District Committee and Commissioners joint
meeting before Council-wide Roundtable

8 Council-wide Roundtable, Camping and Friends|
of Scouting Kick-off

9 Popcorn Party

19 Martin Luther King day — Council Service
Center and Scout Shop are closed
26 March Signals articles due

Unit Charter Renewal
and Turn In

Each Unit needsto send one or more representativesto
the annual Unit Charter Renewal Preview and Turn In
to be held the evening of Thursday, December 11, 6:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. directly preceding Roundtable at
ChippewaMiddle School, 4000 Okemos Road, Okemos.

Unit leadership in attendance will be ableto turnin their
completed charter renewal that evening! Each unit rep-
resentative must bring his or her unit charter renewal
application with the proper signatures, plus the unit's
checkbook, and a current roster of youth and adults to
assistinthereview.

Our District Commissioner, Noah Belanger can answer
any questions you might have. Contact him a home
evenings at 655-4450.

Ojibwas District

District Committee
District Chairman -
District Commissioner - Noah Belanger - (H) 655-4450
Didtrict Vice Chair of Program - Vacant
District Director - Bob Vergamini (W) 321-9400 ex. 110
Senior Digrict Executive - Clarence Smith (W) 321-9400 ex. 109
Didrict Vice Char of Urben Soouting - Ron Landfair - (H) 4846679
Didrict vice Chair of Venturing - Mick Potter - (H) 339-0493
District Membership Chairman - Bill Ames - (H) 393-8622
Digtrict Finance Chairman - Tom Monkowski - (H) 676-4554
Didrict Friendsof Scouting Coordinator - SuzanneCax(H) 347-1157
Digrict PR and Marketing Chair - Jeff Pillon (H) 882-2030
District Activities Chairman - John Parker (H) 694-0842
Didtrict Advancement Chairman - Dave Merchant - (H) 351-0360
District Camping Chairman - Tom Pavlik - (H) 882-2030
Digtrict Cub Scout Activities Chairman - Kate Caddy (H) 339-2978

Boy Scouts Needed!

here are they? Where are the great Boy
WScouts we used to have? Ojibwas District

troops are growing backwards! We're get-
ting smaller — even though there are ill lots of boys
who want to be Scouts out there. Scoutmasters, ask
your boys to get their friends to join. Let them earn
their “recruiter patch” and wear it with pride. Give
another boy a chance to have the experience of alife-
time a camp or on a high-adventure trip. Every boy
can get something out of being aScout. 1t'sareal shame
that we don't give them the opportunity!

Commissioners Needed

The Qjibwas Digtrict islooking for experienced Scout-
erstofill key Unit Commissioner vacancies. Haveyou
been involved in Scouting and are looking for some
new challenges? Then may be you should consider
Commissioner Service. The main responsbility of a
Commissioner is to keep Scouting Units active,
healthy, and registered on time. Commissioners meet
once a month to discuss Unit and District needs and
plan for upcoming events. If you would like to serve
as an important resource for Packs, Troopsand Ven-
ture Crews by supporting training needs, camping pro-
grams, advancement and assist with unit registration,
please contact Noah Belanger, Ojibwas District Com-
missioner in the evening at (517) 655-4450 or by e
mail to nbel anger @peckham.org
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Nominate Someone Deserving

Y our unit has already received avery important packet
that could gresatly affect the life of someone you ad-
mire. It's the nomination packet for District level
awards. Someone you know is eligible for recogni-
tion. Someone you know deserves to be recognized!

Someone you know should receive an award, and do
you know what? If you don’t nominatethem they might
never be considered. If you don’t take afew minutes
to give us a little information about that person they
won't be considered. They won’t receive that award,
andthey’ll never berecognized asspecia. Pleasehelp
usout! Even if you think they're dready in the run-
ning, fill that paper out and send it to us. Don't let
your chance to be the “good guy/gd” dip by! Nomi-
nations must be received at the Council Service Center
on or before Friday, January 12, 2004 in order for your
nomineeto be considered thisyesr.

Since you've been a good boy or girl and nominated
someone for an award (and even if you haven't) you
will want to attend the awards banquet. The banquet
honoring our 2003 recipients is scheduled for Thurs-
day Evening, March 11, 2004 at the Mason's Center,
2175 Hamilton Road, Okemos. If you have not yet
attended one of these banquets, be assured you will
have agreat time!

While we' re mentioning awards, if you have been in

Scouting asavolunteer for morethan acouple of years,

you have probably earned a patch or two you haven’t

received yourself. There are probably more tenure
awards that have been earned and never applied for

than there arethose that havein OjibwasDidtrict. Don't

forget to recognize yourself! If you' ve been attending

Roundtable regularly as you should, and have taken
an active part in your Pack or Troop, fill out that train-

ing award form. Have you been a Scoutmaster,

Cubmaster, Den Leader, or other adult leader for a
while? Fill out aleadership award form. If you don’t

know what these things are and want to know if you

qualify, contact our District Awards Committee Chair-

man Curtis Probst at 349-1263 a home or 355-5199
at work.

.,
S

Roundtable

A little bird told me that a rumor has been circulating
around the District that Roundtable attendance is not
necessary! That rumor istotally false! 1t'snot manda-
tory, true. But it istotally necessary! At least it isfor
those of uswho believe that there is no such thing asa
program too good for our own children. | have never
believed that something wastoo good for my kids! The
best was only just good enough! I'm not talking about
things! I'm talking about people to associate with, ide-
asthat are higher than average, standards of behavior,
program opportunities, et a. Thereisno way that your
pack or troop program can be as good as possible with-
out input from others and you get that at Roundtable.

December Boy Scout
Roundtable

me join us for some training at the Ojibwas
C‘Izeoundtd)le! Wewill beoffering the Safe Swim
Defenseand Safety Afloat training and certifi-
cation for any and al troop adults on Thursday, De-
cember 11", Thistraining is good for two years, so if
you need to updateit, join us and be prepared for next
summer! We will meet at the usual place — Chippewa
Middle School, at the usua time—7 PM. The council
will also be holding its annua charter renewa session
beforehand from 6 PM to 7 PM. So comeon over, get
your troop paperwork updated, have somefun andlearn
something!

FRIENDS OF SCOUTING

Haveyou set your presentation dateyet? Do you know
how important Friends of Scouting is to the continued
hedlth of the Chief Okemaos Council? If you do, you
know that Scouting in the tri-county area cannot sur-
vive without your FOS support! So set your date now!
It' seasy, just tell uswhen the largest number of parents
will be attending ameeting between January and April.
That’ sthree months worth of meetingsto choose from.
And when you' ve set adate—let usknow! Call Joeor
Suzie Cox a 347-1157 or your friendly District Execu-
tive at 321-9400.
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2004 Council Wide Roundtable

HEN January 8. 2004
Registration starts at 5:45
Dinner starts at 6:15 p.m.
Program starts at 7:00 p.m. & ends by 9:00 p.m.

HERE Holt Junior High School
5780 West Holt Road, Holt
(On Holt road between Grovenburg Rd. &

Washington Rd)

All ADULT volunteer leaders are encouraged to attend

HO
HAT The evening's program will include the following:
WEI New Camp Promotion presentations & Unit Leader/Parent Guides

a Family Friends of Scouting presentation & Unit Leader Guide

a Unit Recruitment and Recharter incentive -Three lucky units will when a $300, $200, or $100 gift
certificate to the Chief Okemos Council Scout Shop. Don’t miss this! It might be YOU!

a Display tables/Information on: Future Training courses, Camping Programs, Activities, & Civic Ser
vice, Advancement & Recognition, Order of the Arrow, International Scouting, OKPIK, and Spring
Popcornsales.

a Food, Fun, Fellowship, and Door Prizes

OST FREE - if you preregiger (in writing) with the Council Service Center by FRIDAY,
January 2. After January 2, the cost at the door is $4.00 per adult attending.

his year's camp presentation will be new and different! Much more exciting — and laced with
great information for you to take back to your unit. BE THERE — OR MISS OUT!!!

Please clip and return by January 2nd (Please print)

Unit Number Digtrict/Division Pack Troop Team Crew
Post

(Circle the appropriate
one)

Names of Attending Adults:

Return to:
Chief Okemos Council, BSA
Council-Wide Roundtable Registration
4000 West Michigan Ave.Lansing, Mi. 48917

or FAX to  (517) 321-7298
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ﬁ 2003 Chief Okemos Council Popcorn Sale ,ﬁ
AT “

The annual Chief Okemos Council Popcorn Sale was completed last month. It looks

like an another great sdle. In January Signas we will print the names of dl the $300

and $1,000 sdlers. We Il let you know who the top sellers were in each district and
council. Check out the Council website.

Mark you Calendars!

$800 SellersParty
Saturday, January 10, 2004, $800 sdllers party will be at Waverly East Intermediate
School, 3131 W. Michigan Ave,, Lansing, MI 48917, garting a 6 p.m. until 10 p.m.
There will be pizza, pop, swimming, and fun and games.

$1.000 Seller Party

Sunday, May 23, 2004, is the date for the $1,000 seller’ s terrace party, which includes
lunch and two ticketsto the game. Thisisaso Scout Day with the Lugnuts. Hundreds

of Scouts and families attended |ast year
Congratulationsto all the unitswho sold popcorn. Tens of thousands of dollarswere

raised to help your unit program. Great Job everyone.

COUNCILWIDE ROUNDTABLE
RECRUITMENT AND RECHARTER INCENTIVE
DRAWING
$300 $200 $100
Thursday, January 8th

Three lucky units who participated in the fall recruitment and
recharter plan will win a $300, $200, or $100 gift certificate to the
Chief Okemos Council Scout Shop
Planto bring al you Pack, Troop and Crew Leaders
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Eager Beaverswith Chain Saws?

The date was October 4", 2003 just after the crack of dawn and two Eager Beavers were
already taking down afew treesone at atime. Over the next four daysthe property lineswere
cleared, holes were dug, poles driven and fencing was erected. Slowly the process evolved
until some 1,300 feet of wirefencing wasin place over some extremely rugged terrain. And so
started the project with 10 Eager Beavers which eventualy will end with nearly four miles of
fencing to embrace the 650 acres we proudly refer to as Northwoods Scout Reservation.

Elsewhere trenches were being dug to add new underground electrical cables along with water and sewer lines.
Some Eager Beavers were busy painting those brown and yellow signs throughout Northwoods. While others
gave amuch-needed coat of paint to afew buildings to protect them from the elements. In the new maintenance
building vehicles and equipment received ail changes and tune-ups to insure they would be ready to run when
needed.

All told that weekend, three times a day some 30 Eager Beavers came together to share some great food and
conversation. After each meal the dining hall would empty asthe Eager Beaversreturned to their projects hoping
to finish what they had started.

By Sunday evening the Eager Beavers had packed up their gear and headed back home having the satisfaction of
knowing they had made adifference.

On Monday morning the sounds at Northwoods returned to the rustle of leaves in the wind and the occasional
crack of asmall branch asit collapsed under the hoof of a deer darting through the woods.

Come the spring of 2004, Northwoods won't look noticeably much different than it did the year before. But
because of the foundeation of dedicated volunteersthe campground’ s ability to serve our boysand us keepsimprov-
ing one project at atime.

Just in case you didn’t know, twice ayear (May and October) for the last forty yearsagroup of volunteershelp to
build or maintain just about anything imaginable up at Northwoods. Eager Beaver Weekend is open to any adult
who wishes to volunteer their time, skills and energy.

The next Eager Beaver Weekend will be held on Saturday May 1%t and Sunday May 2" 2004. Lodging and meals
areprovided. If you would liketo join us or have further questions please contact Mike Myrand at 517-339-9127.

The Travels and Adventures of Eager Beaver

Did you read that article about all of the stuff we got done at Northwoods? Were
wegreat or what! |tisamazing what a good group of people can get done.

We're getting ready for the holidays at my lodge. Ready wanted to bethefirst to
see Santathisyear. Asyou can seehewasreally excited. From my lodgeto yours
avery happy holiday season. | hopeyou get alot of presents. Seeyou next year.

| just love saying that.
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An OA Look Back A

Hey everyone. The 2003 cadendar year is dmost over. As| look back over the past 12 months
| recal many wonderful experiences. We began the year with the OA Banquet, where we honored those
who have served the lodge. Few will forget the snowstorm that hindered our trip to . Johns.

In March came the Brotherhood Weekend at Camp Kiwanis which was colder than it has been in
recent years. Then came the much-anticipated Chapel project weekend. Thirty-five of our Lodge's
members spent a beautiful weekend at Northwoods where they nearly completed the whole project in
just one weekend.  The month of May brought us to the Central Region’s “One Day of Service” Eigh-
teen Lodge Members worked on two projects that benefited a locd Community Garden and the Ingham
Conservation District.

Then came the Summer Season. June began with the Spring Ordeal where we inducted new
members, eected new Lodge officers, and had sixteen members complete their brotherhood marking
the single largest brotherhood converson in many years. Summer Camp included service to Northwoods
through work on the OA Chapel and the beginning stages of the new rifle range. The lodge aso con-
ducted many call-out ceremonies and converted 17 additiona people to brotherhood.

As the summer came to a close and we headed into the fdl, the lodge prepared for the annua
Section Conclave. Forty-one lodge members head to the U.P. for a rain-filled weekend of fun. Two of
our lodge members were dected to serve as Section officers and the contingent successfully won the
Coup Stick for the third year in arow. Next came the Fal Orded. Once again, we completed service
projects throughout the camp and welcomed new members into our lodge. Our lodge also worked
concessions a the MSU footbal games this fal. Watching the Spartans win most of their early season
games was an added tredt.

We now look to 2004 and the fun that lies ahead. The lodge banquet is coming in late February
and we hope to see you dl there. Also the 2004 Section Conclave will be a Northwoods in April and in
August we will be sending a contingent to the National Order of the Arrow Conference. Please join us
in making these future events great memories as well.

New Eagle Scoutsin Ojibwas District

ngratulations to these fine young men who have recently achieved the highest rank available in the
Boy Scouts of America, the rank of Eagle Scout:

Blake Brown Troop 96 Williamston Stake, LDS Church

Marcus Houser Troop 417 St. Casmir Catholic Church, Lansing
David Graff Troop 63 Williamgton Kiwanis

Justin Fisher Troop 33 Judson Memoria Baptist Church, Lansing
Bryan Howser Troop 64 First Baptist Church, Okemos
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OKPIK COLD WEATHER CAMPING TRAINING

The Boy Scouts of Americaofficia cold weather camping training course

OKPIK: The Aleut word for snowy owl

What is OKPIK? A training program to help you learn outdoor cold wegather camping skills. It is for Scout and
Venture leaders, Scouts minimum age of 14 years and first class rank, and al Venture Y outh

In Michigan 9 months out of the year (Sept-May) the temperature can drop below freezing at night. Be like the
wise owl and learn the skills and knowledge of OKPIK, and you will enjoy camping comfortably al year long.

Learn these winter camping sKills:

“ Clothing: How to dress for cold westher camping. Snow camping is more than just summer camping with
more clothes.
Snow Shdters: Skills taught will be construction of thermal shelter, the snow piled quinzhee, and the cut
block igloo. Snow shelter builders will deep in their shelterd!
Cross Country Skiing skills
Show Shoeing ills
Ice Fishing
Equipment Needs: It's not bringing more gear, it's al about bringing the right gear for cold weather
camping.
Participants who complete the course (earn a cool |ooking patch) will be able to instruct others to prepare
for your next winter camping or polar bear campott.

Plan now to attend! Weanticipatethiscour sewill befilled up!

Mark your calendars now!
Session 1: Saturday, January 31, 2004 8 am. to 5 p.m.
Camp Kiwanis, Mason Michigan
(This session will be held indoors. Training will teach cold weather camping skills, form patrols and
complete plans for the outdoor session

Session 2: Friday to Sunday, February 20-22, 2004

Northwoods Scout Reservation

Friday registration 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. Stay indoors
Saturday: Outdoor activities and camping
Sunday: Closing ceremony and recognition

Cost: Early Bird Fee $35 if paid by January 23 (includes meals, patch, and program materials)

For more information contact Course Director Orville “Red” Turner at 989-473-2305 olt@m33access.com or John
Hogg at 517-321-9400 x104 johogg@hbsamail.org www.chiefokemosbsa.org
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2004 OKPIK COLD WEATHER CAMPING TRAINING
REGISTRATION FORM

Unit# District

Adultin Charge:

Address: City: State: Zip:
Telephone (HmM) (WK) email:
Total Youth Participants X $35 each (after January 23, 2004 $40) = $
Total Adult Participants X $35 each (after January 23, 2004 $40) = $
TOTAL $
Make checks payable to: “Chief Okemos Council, Boy Scouts of America’
Take out of unit Account # per (please print and must be on account)

Detach and return by January 23, 2004 to Chief Okemos Council, 4000 W. Michigan Ave. Lansing 48917
Fax: 517-321-7298

For more information contact Course Director Orville “Red” Turner at 989-473-2305 olt@m33access.com or John
Hogg at 517-321-9400 x104 johogg@bsamail.org www.chiefokemosbsa.org

How many youth attending: #
Please fill in below or attached your own roster

Names: (Please Print) Age Rank Names: (Please Print) Age/Rank

How many adults attending: #

Names: (Please Print) Names: (Please Print)

Duplicate as Needed
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IMPORTANT!! REVISED DATE-NOW MARCH 11!!

OJIBWAS DISTRICT
RECOGNITION DINNER

Troops and Packs will have the opportunity to recognize and honor those hard working volunteers who

make Scouting so much fun and such asuccess! Come, see, and meet this year’s Cub Scouter of the
. Y ear, Boy Scouter of the Y ear, and Scout family. Cheer assome very specia people are recognized with

the Didtrict award of Merit! And let’ s not forget al those other great awards — recognition for length of

sarvice, training, and participation in Didtrict events. Make this year's dinner specia — recognize
Y OUR Pack or Troop efforts at success by nominating ALL qudified individuds, and then BE THERE to see
themreceivetheir awards!

Thedinner isplanned for THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 2004 at the Masonic Templein Okemos, a 2175 Hamilton.
Regigtration and socidizing begins a 6, with dinner a 6:30. The evening's program will begin a 7:15 and be
concluded no later than 9. The meal isasit-down, family style dinner of oven-roasted chicken, mashed potatoes
and gravy, dressing, hot vegetables, salad, rolls, dessert and beverages, and isdl you can eat. No waitingin line
- dinner will be served to you at your table.

The cogt this year is $11 for individuals. Special arrangements have been made for couples and large groups.
Couples may attend for $20, and tables of 8 will be reserved for $76. Why not bring the entire committee and
redly enjoy the fun?

_,  Please complete and return this registration form to the Council office, care of Clarence Smith, by
XK Thursday, March 04, 2003. Any questions, please call the council office at 321-9400 ext 109. Regis-

‘- .:i;} trations may be faxed to 321-7298, but payment MUST be received by March 04. Registrations will
NOT be accepted at the door.

<

A3

Pack/Troop # would liketo reserve atable of 8. Our registration fee of $76 is enclosed.
I/we plan to attend the Ojibwas Didtrict dinner on Thursday, March 11. There will be attending. Our
registrationfeeof $ isenclosed.

Name Unit
Name Unit
Name Unit
Name Unit
Name Unit
Name Unit
Name Unit
Name Unit
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WINTER SCOUT SHOP HOURS IN EFFECT OCTOBER 1°.

Monday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Tuesday 8:30 am to 6:00 pm
Wednesday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Thursday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Friday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm

Thefirst Saturday of each month, October through May, from 10 am to noon

Sundays  closed.

Please advise your Den/Pack/Post/Troop/V enture unit leaders and parents of these hours, and the fact that the

store does exist!

THE STORE ISCLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAY SFROM DECEMBER 24, 2003 THROUGH JANUARY 1,

2004.

VOLUNTEERSNEEDED TOHELPWITHINVENTORY ON MONDAY , DECEMBER 29, AND TUES-
DAY, DECEMBER 30. Call Marjoriein the Scout Shop the week of December 15, 2003 and let her know
you're willing to help. If we get enough volunteers, it can be done in one day!

A Mawanjidiwin Thank You

Aswe head into the heart of thisHoliday Season, | want
to thank everyone who helped make scouting a success
in Mawanjidiwin Digtrict during 2003. Thistime of year
causes meto reflect on al the wonderful things scouting
does for kids in our community. | cannot help, but no-
tice that al of this would not be possible without the
countless hours of dedicated service given by volunteers.
On aDidtrict level | want to say thank you to everyone
who hel ped with Roundtables, Camporees, Day Camps,
Digtrict Committee Meetings, FOS Presentations, the
Popcorn Sale, Summer Camp, Eager Beaver Weekends,
and everything in between. 'Y our dedication and support
have helped to enhance the scouting experience for so
many scouts. And on the Unit level | want to say thank
you to everyone who helped their unit with Den, Pack,
and Troop meetings, Courts of Honor, Blue and Gold
Banquets, Popcorn salesand fundraisers, Pinewood Der-
bies, Eagle Scout projects, Campouts, and Activities. All
of these things together make for a fantastic program
that benefits the kids of our community and makesfor a
better future. With Christmas just around the corner, |
think that is the best gift we give them.

Boy Scouts of America, Chief Okemos Council

GM Employees

your volunteer timeisworth $250! That’sright,

if you spend 50 hours or more of your time
volunteering, GM will give $250 to the loca council to
support scouting. What is great isthat you can do this
every calendar year. Infact, GM Employees have un-
til the end of January to get credit for the volunteer
hoursthey completed in 2003. All we needisyour help
in receiving these funds. Just go to your personnel/
human resources office and request the form for the
GM Plus Program. Fill out the form and send it to the
council officewherewewill verify theinformation and
then return the form in exchange for a $250 contribu-
tion. Thisprogram isagreat way for volunteersto help
scouting in more than one way and helps to build a
strong relationship between GM and scouting. For more
information contact Jason at 321-7278 ext. 106.

°8®
D

Q ttention all GM employees! Did you know that
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Christmas Trivia
Takethe challenge. Some of the answerswill probably surprise you. Answers at the bottom of

the page.

1. The first instrument on which the carol “Silent Night”

was played was:
A) A hap
B) A pipe organ
C) A guitar
D) A kazoo

2. In Guatemala, Christmas Day is celebrated:
.o A) On January 6
B) On December 25
C) On October 31
D) Never

3. Electric Christmas tree lights were first used in:
. A) 1492
B) 1895
Q) 1944 o
D) 1976

4. Good King Wenceslas was king of which country?
A) Abyssnia
B) England
C) Bohemia
D) Gondor

5. Medieval English Christmas pantomimes did NOT
include which character?

A) St. Nicholas

B) The Bold Sasher
C) Father Christmas
D) The Turkish Knight

6. The name of Scrooge's deceased business partner in
CharlesDickens' A Christmas Carol was:

A) Bob Cratchit
B) Jary Corndius

C) Bill Sykes
D) Jacob Marley

7. In North America, children put stockings out at Christmas
time. Their Dutch counterparts use: e

A) Old hats ir g
B) Beer mugs "
C) Shoes ‘

D) Stockings, just like everybody
elsel

8. The poinsettia, a traditional Christmas flower, originally
grew in which country?

A) Canada
B) China
C) Mexico

D) Spain

9. Which name does NOT belong to one of Santa’s reindeer?
. A) Comet
B) Prancer

C) Blitzen
D) Klaxon

10. In Syria, Christmas gifts are distributed by:
A) The Three Kings
B) Tom o'Bedlam
C) One of the Wise Men's camds
D) Father Christmas

2-0T ‘A6 ‘08 0~ ‘A9 'V ‘OF ‘g€ ‘d¢ ‘O-T shmsuy
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Season’s Greetings
from All of Us at the
Chief Okemos Council

Clarence

Carol Bob

Marjorie ‘ Kathy

Mike

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year
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EMPLOY EE PHONE EXTENSION & E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Council Service Center Phone 517-321-9400 Fax 517-321-7298

Pete Shannon, Scout Executive
Extension 116
Pshannon@bsamail.org

John Hogg,

Assistant Scout Executive
Extension 104
Johogg@hbsamail.org

Bob Vergamini

District Director
Ojibwas District
Extension 110
Rvergami @bsamail.org

Clarence Smith,

Senior District Executive
Ojibwas District
Extension 109
Clsmith@bsamail.org

Boy Scouts of America, Chief Okemos Council

www.chiefokemosbsa.org

Nichole Waters
Exploring Executive
Exploring Division
Extension 105
Nwaters@bsamail.org

Jason Kerschke
District Executive
Mawanjidiwin District
Extension 106
Jkerschk @bsamail.org

Don Walker

District Executive
Migisins District
Extension 107
Dwalker@bsamail.org

Kathy Pelky, Secretary
Extension 101
kpelky @bsamail.org

Chief OkemosCouncil
4000West Michigan Ave.
Lansing, M| 48917

info@chiefokemosbsa.org

Carol Bancroft, Registrar
Extension 103
Chbancrof @bsamail.org

Nancy Houghtaling, Bookkeeper
Extension 115
Nhoughta@bsamail.org

Marjorie Findlay, Store Manager
Extension 112
mfindlay @bsamail.org

Orville Turner, Ranger
Northwoods Scout Reservation
989-473-2305
olt@m33access.com

Mike Ames, Ranger
Camp Kiwanis
517-676-6101
RangerGord1@juno.com
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